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December 2009 ~ The Circumstances of Christmas

As we move into this Advent Season of preparation for Christ’s Birth, we do so with many around us
financially depressed and many unemployed. As the Christmas lists come in this year, some will not
be able to do for their kids what they did just 12 months ago. Times are hard financially.

We hear each day that the Markets are still down while the Unemployment Rate is up. Though we also
hear that the economic pendulum is already turning. Many continue to wait to see about the economy,
while looking at the reality that bonus’s are down and raises at work for January 1 are scarce. Banks and
employers are skittish to make any sudden moves.

When the economy goes down or the nation goes through a major crisis, people turn to God and come to
church. | have been observing in our area that when times get hard, people tend to get more worshipful.
When money gets gone, people tend to get next to their Bibles and more serious about their prayer,
devotion and worship.

Our church has not experienced a decline in activity or ministry, even though our budget has been
strained. We can’t do everything we would like to do and we are struggling now to make our Apportion-
ment Giving through the larger ministry of the UMC as we want to, and it hurts. But our pews and halls
are filled with people on Sunday Mornings!

Maybe we are called just to be faithful and do our part, the best we can, in any circumstance, and let
God'’s will do the rest. When we remember that, given time, one seed in fertile soil can grow into an oak,
we should have hope in the seeds we plant.

My hope is that your Christmas this year is the best ever. Maybe as we are forced to slow down with our
traveling and spending, we will notice the smell and the venue of the manger.

Remember, Mary and Joseph were with child, but away from home, betrothed, but not married, seeking
an inn and the comfort of family, but found themselves waiting for the count of the census from a room
in an overflow stable.

But God broke into this circumstance with Stars and Heavenly Voices, with Shepherds and eventually
Wise Magi and Mary took these signs and pondered them in her heart. How could she have known the
future of her boy king? How could she have known that Gabriel was right, that John the Baptist would not
only jump in the womb in the at the presence of Christ, but 30 years later, proclaim, “Behold the lamb that
takes away the sins of the world?” Only through Faith.

From the shadows of the stable, Glory seemed far away, but it wasn’t. Glory was right there in the manger,
in the form of a baby who would change the world. Don’t miss Christmas. As the Grinch, when he finally
saw the light about Christmas and said, “It came without ribbons! It came without tags! It came without
packages, boxes, or bags!” May we come to realize the present - and the presence - of the baby, Christ
Jesus, even in the midst of the “circumstances” of our times, and give thanks.

We do invite you, enthusiastically, to join us during December’s Worship

December 6th “A Man on a The Mission!”

December 13th “Peace in Bethlehem”

December 20™ 8:50am Worship Special Music and Homily “All Flesh Shall See God”

1lam Christmas Cantata “Emmanuel Celebrating Heaven’s Child“ and Homily “All Flesh Shall See God”

December 24" at5pm Candlelight Communion Service
Message “Making Christmas and Missing Christ”

December 27" The First Sunday of Christmas

Remember that on Christmas Eve our Christmas Gifts will go toward the General Offering to try to meet
the needs of our 2009 Ministry Year, unless designated toward the Building Fund.

Thanks for your Love and Presence in Christ's Church at Red Bank Methodist.
Merry Christmas, Joy and Peace ~ Rev. Tommy Wilkes llI
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01 - Steven Taylor

02 - Dennis Gore

03 - Felicia Maner

05 - Diane Huffines

06 - Zack Pace

08 - Debra Spires

10 - Peggy Jones

10 - Barb Kirby

11 - Theron Jeffcoat
11 - Dot Reese

16 - Glenn Smith

16 - Duane Senf

17 - Christopher Kyzer
17 - Chris Folsom

18 - Mitchell Snelgrove
19 - Wyatt Keisler
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20 - Richard Wagoner
21 - Price Smith

21 - Betty Ann Taylor
22 - Ginger Kennedy
24 - Andrew Rast

24 - Crystal Keisler

25 - Carlee Hutto

25 - Doug Miller

26 - Timothy Crout, Jr.
26 - Skylar Hernandez
27 - Stephanie Pierce
29 - Carlisia Kyzer

30 - Edith M. Taylor
30 - Jamie Harmon

31 - Chris Boney

31 - John W. Sease

01 - Al & Lorice Chalmers

04 - Walter & Deb Moore

06 - Zacchary & Heather Pace
07 - Benny & Margaret Boggess
09 - Todd & Andrea Jeffcoat

18 - Bubba & Dot Reese

23 - Heyward & Marguerite Berry
24 - Sonny & Sybil Roland

25 - Lenon & Erline Kyzer

Come see our wide selection of books
and videos for children, youth and adults.

19 - Jim Cox 31 - Ricky McMakin : )
Remember you can keep items for :
books - 3 weeks & Movies - 2 weeks

Our library is located in the “Old Wing”
across from the restrooms.
C 7 7
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This month LICS is requesting the following items
to help our neighbors in need:

06 - Breakfast Foods (Grits, Pancake/Muffin Mix)
13 - Canned Fruits & Pork & Beans

20 - Peanut Butter & Jelly

27 - Tomatoes / Spaghetti Sauce & Noodles

Always needed - Pancake mix, sugar, coffee, tea,

kool-aid, toilet paper, & other household staples

And of course

...... Volunteers!
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“The Way”
In December
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Acolytes - 8:50

06 Jarett Hill

13 Emily Oliver
20 McKenzie Sox
27 Tori Taylor

Greeters - 8:50

06 Lonnie & Suzette
Winkler

13 Rita & Robert Sox

20 Kathy Lybrand &
Gloria Clingan

27 Paul & Peggy Jones

Lay Reader - 8:50

06 Ron Liljegren
13 Kathy Lybrand
20 Marlene Tanner
27 Paula Ash

Ushers - 8:50
Lonnie & Suzette Winkler

December

Volunteer Worship Schedule

If you would like to participate in any of these activities,
please contact Alison in the office at 359-4031
or email rbomsalison@windstream.net

Children’s Time - 11:00 Infant Nursery - 11:00

06 Scott Brewer Volunteers Needed

13 Ron Clamp
20 no CT due to Cantata
27 Scott Snelgrove
Toddler Nursery - 11:00

Toddler Nursery - 8:50

06 Terry & Ann Reynolds
13 Wanda & Mark Wilson

On Call:

Cecilia Black & volunteer 20 Volunteers Needed
needed 27 Kevin & Edie Key
A/V Team

Trustee on Call

06 Sarah Kyzer Donna Roland

Acolytes - 11:00

06 Kendra Waddell
13 Kent Waddell
20 Gavin Baker
27 Jessica Fox

Greeters - 11:00

06 Joe & Becky McHale
13 Bonnie & Bryan
McCarty

20 Diane & Bruce Brown
27 Eddie & Jenny Fox

Lay Reader - 11:00

06 Gary Barton

13 Bob Barrier

20 Derrell Lambert
27 Helene Dove

Ushers - 11:00
Jerry Snelgrove

13 Gerry Scheppman Darry Waits
Infant Nursery - 8:50 20 Sarah Kyzer :E)(;tton Wilson
Al & Lorice Chalmers 27 Gerry Scheppman
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1 2 3 4 5
Disciple 1 KAF - 5:45p TOPS -5:45pm JKH Class
@ 6:34pm SSK & PUSH party - FH
@ 6:30pm
Choir 6:30pm Mother’s Class
. . Party @ The
Disc 3- 6:30pm :
IS¢ P Flight Deck
@ 2pm
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Services: 8:50 & 11 [ Margaret Jett | Disciple 1 Men'’s Morning | TOPS -5:45pm Newsletter [ JWF Class
Sunday School 10 | Circle @ @ 6:34pm Study- 5:30am deadline Party @
Pastor's Coffee @ |6:30pm KAF - 5:45p Christian 5:30pm
3pm SSK - 6.'30p Believer
“Christmas @ Red PUSH - 6:30p @ 6:30pm Ch||dren’s
Bank” Community Choir - 6:30p Prgctlce - AM
Concert @ 6:30pm . e In Sanctuary
*Childcare available Disc 3- 6:30pm
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Services: 8:50 & 11 Disciple 1 TOPS -5:45pm | Matthew
Sunday School -10a @ 6:34pm SSK - 6:30p Wilson
. PUSH - 6:30p | Christian Memorial
Children’s Deadline for Choir - 6:30p | Believer Dinner
Christmas Program $40 deposit for | Disc 3- 6:30pm | @ 6:30pm 6-9pm
@ 6:30pm UMM April ‘10
Retreat
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Services 8:50 & 11 | Christmas Disciple 1 Men’s Morning Christmas Eve | Christmas Day
Sunday School-10a | Caroling @ 6:34pm Study— not Candlelight
6-9pm meeting Communion
Service @ 5pm
Lexington Schools District 1 - Christmas Break December 20th - 31st
27 28 29 30 31
Services: 8:50 & 11 Disciple 1 New Year’s
Sunday School 10 @ 6:34pm Eve

**The newsletter deadline is the 20th of each month.
**Except for this month the deadline is the 11th**




