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     On September 22, 2001, just eleven days after the attacks of September 11th 
 Rudy Giuliani went on Saturday Night Live and made the following statement: 
 

     “Good evening. Since September 11th, many people have called New York a city  
of heroes.  Well, these are the heroes.  The brave men and women of the New York Fire 
Department, the New York Police Department, the Port Authority Police Department,  
Fire Commissioner Tom Von Essen, and Police Commissioner Bernard Kerik.                                                      
      On September 11th, more lives were lost than on any other single day in America’s 
history.  More than Pearl Harbor, and more than D-Day. The men, women and children 
who were in the World Trade Center came from across the country and 80 different  
nations.  They were living their lives and pursuing their dreams, and they, too, are  
remembered as heroes.  On our city’s darkest day, our heroes met the worst of humanity 
with the best of humanity.  Their acts of heroism saved more than 25,000 lives.  
But even as we grieve for our loved ones, it’s up to us to face our future with renewed  
determination.  Our hearts are broken, but they are beating, and they are beating stronger 
than ever.  New Yorkers are unified.  We will not yield to terrorism.  We will not let our  
decisions be made out of fear.  We choose to live our lives in freedom.” 
 

     This was one of many such statements that came in the aftermath of 9/11.  Our leaders 
were eloquent and served as pillars of strength in a time of uncertainty.  They put into 
words our hopes and aspirations in a time of great grief for our country.  Looking back  
I can remember the pain in my gut and the darkness of a collective depression that  
permeated my waking moments.  But I can also remember feeling closer to that which is 
most important – family, friends, and faith.  I was proud of my country, my community and 
my church in those first days after the attacks.  We were able to put aside difference and 
focus on the basics.  Perhaps in those days we came to truly understand the founders 
when they called upon a new country to seek “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”  
      In the ten years that have followed it is not clear that “everything changed” as many 
stated in the days following the Twin Towers coming down.  It is clear that we continued to 
be America in both our ability to lead and our failures.  It is clear that we did “not yield to 
terrorism.”  We in fact have attempted to take the fight to them.  What is not clear is how 
our decisions have been made.  Fear is a powerful motivator that always clouds our        
judgment.  The 23rd Psalm reminds us “to fear no evil in the valley of the shadow of death 
for God is with us.”  Responding out of fear in the valley is irresponsible and always met 
with unforeseen outcomes.  I pray that fear will not dictate our actions as a nation or as 
individuals.  
      “We choose to live our life in freedom.”  This has been the rallying cry for Americans 
since Jamestown and will continue to be as long as we continue as a nation.  The song-
writer Kris Kristofferson reminds us that, “Freedom is just another word for nothing left to 
lose” and Paul reminds us, “For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn 
your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”  -
Galatians 5:13.  Thus as a people of faith we need to remember that we have plenty to 
lose as a nation and as individuals.  If we want to hold onto to what God has entrusted to 
us, we need to not only not operate out of fear but to give ourselves in service to others. 
 

In Christ, 
 

Rev. W. Russell Freeman, Sr. 
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Know Him...Love Him...Serve Him 

FOR MORE DETAILED INFORMATION SEE THE YOUTH GROUP NEWS PAGE  

@ rbumcyouth.wordpress.com 

SEPTEMBER YOUTH NEWS 

Thank You to all our YOUth Servant Ministers who served the    
2010-2011 season.  Thank you for your prayers, time, gifts, your 
hard work, and your hearts shared.  God used you in making a     
difference in many lives in the Midlands and around the world. 

 

Thank You ! Mrs. Ann & Mr. Terry Reynolds for hosting YOUth Day 
at the Lake!  Your hospitality was such a blessing to us all. 

 

Thank You church family for supporting our Car Wash for Luisa 
Maria.  Your generosity is immeasurable.  To God be the Glory!   

 
Adult YOUth Servant Ministers Needed!  

 

We are in great need of Adult YOUth Servant  
Ministers to serve in different capacities of YOUth  

Ministries of RBUMC.  If you are 18-80 years of age, 
have been a member for 6 months, love Jesus  

and a heart for YOUth then the following  
opportunities are  for YOU! 

 
Wednesday UMYF Meeting  
· Provide snack supper   
· Sign-In/Out  YOUth  
· Kitchen Crew Leader 
· Sr. High Bible Study Assistant Leader 
· Mentors  
· Game Leader  
· Photographer 
· A / V  Operator 
· Announcer for announcements 
 
Sunday YOUth Worship   
· Musicians(2) 
· Singers(2) 
· Dancers(2) 
· Actors / Actresses(2) 
 
YOUth Ad Council 
· Note Taker 
· Facilitator 
 
Special Events & Retreats 
· Drivers 
 
�� If God is calling you to serve, please make an  

appointment w/ Mrs. Elaine by contacting the 
church office to explore the vast opportunities 
available to serve the Lord in YOUth Ministry at 
RBUMC. I look forward to hearing from YOU. 

 
 

YOUth Worship Team Schedule for September 2011 
Meetings are held in Parlor @ 5:15pm 

We will meet every Sunday this month. Remember, YOUth  
Sunday has been changed to YOUth Christmas Evening Service  

Sunday, December 18th, 2011 @ 6:30pm 
 

�� Wed. Sept. 7th-UMYF YOUth & Parent Orientation 6:30pm 
(Sanctuary) 

�� Wed. Sept. 14th-UMYF 5:45pm-7:45pm  (YOUth Hut)  
�� Wed. Sept. 21st-UMYF 5:45pm-7:45pm (YOUth Hut)  
�� Wed. Sept. 28th-UMYF 5:45pm-7:45pm  (YOUth Hut) 
 
�� Don’t forget...the month of September we will be collecting 

men’s socks for the Oliver Gospel Mission and 1 quarter pp.   
for Luisa Maria at each meeting during UMYF.  

 

Saturday, Sept. 24th - 1pm-9pm 

Christstock (free concerts) 
1009 Main Street  �����������	�
����


��������������������
�����������  
W. Columbia, SC 29172 

 YOUth Sunday CHANGES!!!! 
 

YOUth Sunday rescheduled and changed  
to the YOUth Christmas Evening Service                      

December 18th, 2011 @ 6:30pm 
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       President:  CM Miller          359-6518                       
       Vice Pres:  Mike Kinzie       358-9438 
       Secretary:  John Childers   356-8182        
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 The Young Adult Group  
 

Watch the bulletin  
for upcoming announcements 



FOR:  Scott Snelgrove 
Given By: Michael & June Kinzie 
  (Designated:  Missions) 
 
FOR:  Virdell Steele 
Given By: Cotton & Sara 
  Jim & Patsy Fetner 
  Brenda Cook 
  Colene Hook & Family 
  (Designated: Building Fund) 

 
FOR:  Electa  Barrier 
Given By: Bill & Anna Barrier 
  (Designated:  Missions) 
 
FOR:  My Mother 
Given By: Carmella Hunt 
  (Designated:  Missions) 
 
FOR:  Dot Reese 
Given By: Donnie & Carolyn Sox 
  Cotton & Sara Wilson 
  Jim & Patsy Fetner 
  (Designated: Building Fund) 
 
FOR:  Steve Taylor 
Given By: Suzy Busbee 
  Ken & Ann Ball 
  (Designated: Missions) 
 
FOR:  Steve  Taylor 
Given By:  Cotton & Sara Wilson 
  Thompson Funeral Home 
  Jim & Patsy Fetner 
  Ken & Ann Ball 
  Brenda Cook 
  Colene Hook & Family 
  Walter & Deb Moore 
  Jeanette & Tim Altman 
  Bill & Anna Barrier 
  (Designated:  Building Fund) 
 
FOR:  Dot Reese 
Given By: Michael & June Kinzie 
  (Designated:  Missions) 
 
FOR:  Mr. & Mrs. Homer M. Roland, 
  Olivia Roland, Lever Roland, 
  Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Roland 
Given By: Jason & Donna Roland 
  (Designated:  Missions) 
 
FOR:  Roy K. Berry, Sr. 
Given By Virginia Berry 
  (Designated:  Missions) 

In Honor of: All those who helped with the renovations, 
  donations, feeding the workers, prayers, 
  and for those who helped with the move of 
  Pastor Freeman and his family  
Given By: Sid and Gay Hawkins  
  (Designated:  Parking Lot Fund) 

 
In Honor of: “Mr. Jim” and Pat Fetner 
Given By: Sid & Gay Hawkins 
  (Designated:  Parking Lot Fund)  
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FOR:  Dot Reese and 
  Sonny Reese 
Given By: Mo Reese 
  (Designated: Missions & Sonny’s Helping Hands) 
 
FOR:  Jerry Sullivan 
Given By: Pattie Sullivan & Daniel Sweat 
  (Designated:  Missions) 
 
FOR:  Our Parents 
Given By: John & Debbie Childers 
  (Designated:  Missions) 
 
FOR:  Matthew Wilson, 
  Marvin & Sara Rowell 
Given By: Mark & Wanda Wilson 
  (Designated:  Missions) 
 
FOR:  Bobby R. Jumper, In Honor of  his 68th birthday, 
  Fathers Day, and our 46th wedding anniversary 
Given By: Lois Jumper 
  (Designated: Building Fund) 
 
FOR:  Dot Reese 
Given By: Darrell & Mary Harbour 
  (Designated:  Sonny’s Helping Hands) 
 
FOR:  Cleo Gunter 
Given By: Gerald & Mickie Leaphart 
  (Designated:  Building Fund) 
 
FOR:  Cleo Gunter 
Given by: Dorothy S. Wright,  Gladys Phillips 
  Darrell & Mary Harbour,  Paul & Peggy Jones 
  Brenda Cook,  Colene Hook & Family 
  Walter & Deb Moore,  Grady & Faye Shull 
  Mary Alice Parkman Wilson 
  George Baron “Chip” Wilson 
  Mothers Sunday School Class 
  (Designated:  Building Fund) 



The family of Edward Hall acknowledges with grateful appreciation your kind expression of sympathy. 
Thank you for the many thoughts and prayers and visits during the illness and passing of Edward.  

 The flowers were also appreciated.  ~ The Hall family 

 
 

Thank you for your heartfelt cards of condolence in the passing of my mother.  
It was thoughtful and kind of you to take the time to pray for me and my family. 

 Your words were not only a comfort, but a source of strength for my family  
and Suzette and I,  in this difficult time.   Thank you,   ~ Lonnie  Winkler 

 
 

Dear Church Family, there are too many to name - you prayed for us before you ever knew us.   
Thanks you so much for all the prayers and phone calls.  We could not have done without  

your love and support!  Thank God for RBUMC,   Love Gwen and Richard Luther 

Pumpkin Patch �
�

!&	��
��,	��3�/�
��	

�����
��

�
���������,@05���	 ���

����
������
��	�
�
	��&������"
���	�,0:����	��B��
�>��(�
	�

��L3A5��� ��	�
����
�����	��&��)����

�

�9���
�'�E����������"
�����-�
�	�������

���������	
��
�

���
 �
 

 

L����
��
��
�	��	�����
"
����
�	��	�&��	����	
��	�� ��������������

�
��	��������������
��&
������
#
����
�������	��	�	����&���&��	���
������
������
� ����
�"�&
�	����
�������

���������&���&��
����&������	���C
����	�����
"
����
��������	�&���	
 �����	�
����
���

���#�	���	��

����������
�&��
��� �	���"
��
�

�������&&
����
��������
��
�"������ ����

���
�� ��

������	������&���&�����������&��	�������	��
��� ���	����
�"
�������

�������� ��8�� �

“Come Pray With Us”  
 

We invite you to come be a part of a special Day of Prayer, September 10-11th, 2011 
 

On this day, the Sanctuary of Red Bank UMC will be open for a 24 hour prayer vigil,  
8am Saturday, Sept. 10 to 8am Sunday, Sept. 11th .   

You will have the opportunity to come in for any length of time and be in a “state of prayer.”   
 

We invite you to bring your concerns along, as well as be in prayer for others that have shared  
their need for prayer for different situations.  We will have prayer walls, prayer journals,  

prayer notes and more ways for you to be in prayer 
 

Are we a praying church? A praying community? 
A praying people? 

 

If so, please contact us at 359-4031 or rbmsalison@windstream.net to sign up for a time of prayer  
on this day.  Please give us your name and the time frame you would like to come join us  

-  for any length of time, whatever you feel best for you on this day.   



01 - Cotton Wilson 
01 - Amy Brewer 
02 - Autumn Brewer 
02 - Jeanette Altman 
02 - Nancy Padgett 
02 - Julie Waters 
03 - Nancy Azzara 
03 - James Snelgrove 
03 - Bill Barrier 
03 - Bob Barrier 
03 - Patsy Taylor 
04 - Richard Luther 
05 - Barbi Barrier 
05 - Tammy Weathersby 
06 - Dalton Bazzle 
06 - Erline Kyzer 
06 - T.J. Crolley 

06 - Jim Spence 
07 - Eric Kyzer 
08 - Casey S. Hart 
08 - Robert Knight 
10 - Gerald Moore 
12 - Sharon Willis 
12 - Victoria Taylor 
13 - Lauren Barton 
13 - Tommy Arant 
14 - Cindi Crolley 
15 - Carolyn Lorick 
16 - Lisha Stewart 
17 - Marlene Tanner 
18 - Mary Harbour 
18 - Austin Hucks 
20 - Matt Gunter 
21 - Todd Keisler 

04 - Cheryl & Greg Smith 
04 - Kevin & Amy Oliver 
07 - Gerald & Judy Moore 
08 - Jack & Marlene Tanner 
08 - Cecilia & David Black 
11 - Chris & Joy Snelgrove 
14 - Darry & Carol Waits 
15 - Jim & Dea Cox 
16 - Ron & Lorre Liljegren 
16 - Lia & Russell Freeman 
17 - Richard & Gwen Luther 
21 - Glenn & Alison Crosby 
23 - Jeff & Stephanie Pierce 
23 - Luther & Teresa Lown 
24 - Russell & Pearle Ethridge 
30 - John & Ruth Sease 
30 - Jerry & Freida Snelgrove  
30 - Jay & Lisa Hill 

Parsonage Refurbish and Reverend Freeman’s Move - Update 
 
 As most of you have heard Rev. Freeman and his family were able to move into the parsonage on July 22, 2011.   
The parsonage was almost totally refurbished.  This was done because Pastor Tommy and his family had lived there for nine 
years without much being done in the parsonage.  Some of the things that were changed and repaired had not be changed 
since the parsonage was built and really needed repairing, cleaning and updating.  
 Laminate floor was put down through all the bedrooms and one bathroom.  New linoleum flooring was put down in the 
kitchen  continuing into the small foyer that comes in from the garage to the powder room next to the laundry room and the 
laundry room itself.  Some area of every room in the house was spackled, sanded and painted.  Some rooms had to be 
painted twice and on had to be painted three times.  The parsonage has some of the most beautiful accent molding and all of  
it was painted.  The kitchen has a brand new self-cleaning stove that was donated by a church member.  It has a new  
refrigerator with ice maker, new built in microwave oven and new dishwasher that was donated by a couple of church member 
families.  It has a deep brand-new stainless steel sink that was donated by a member and a new faucet.  It also has new 
counter tops.  New ceiling fans were donated by members for the kitchen and great room.  The hall bath and master bath have 
new sinks ( 2 in each bathroom) and new counter tops.  New updated lights and accessories such as towel rings and toilet  
paper holders were also donated by members.  Faux wood blinds were placed in the bedrooms.  The large blind in the dining 
room was donated by a member.  Blinds were also purchased for the French doors leading out to the screened-in porch.   
The door coming in from the garage and going out of the laundry room had the enclosed glass blinds placed on them and they 
were donated by a member.  The screened-in porch had a beautiful ceiling fan donated by a member.  A new fiberglass screen 
door replaced the one that was rotted out on the screened-in porch.  The inside of the screened door was painted.  The ceiling 
of the front porch was painted.  The columns on the front porch, the shutters and the front eve’s of the house was primed and 
painted in the spring and the paint and labor was donated by a member.  The beautiful front door was refinished. 
 We now have a well and sprinkler system that works.  The cost of all the material and labor was donated by a  
member.  24 tons of good dirt was hauled in and donated by a member and another member used his tractor to spread the  
dirt over the yard.  This same member with the tractor cut away a lot of underbrush, trimmed trees and cleared out a lot of 
scrub oak.  The only labor paid for in the refurbishing of the parsonage was the new roof and linoleum.  
 That being said, the parsonage has turned out beautifully.  I knew that we had done a good job when a gentleman  
that I respect very much did a walk-thru and stated. “I’ve seen some new houses that didn’t look this good.”  There is no way 
we can put a dollar value on the labor cost that went into the work that was done on the parsonage.  We don’t want to call 
names, because we know we will forget someone, but we would like to thank everyone who worked outside in some of the  
hottest weather, that cleaned and painted inside and out, built the deck, laid the flooring, put the countertops & floor  
receptacles in, notched, painted and hung doors and blinds, moved appliances in and out and caulked and caulked.  We  
would also like to thanks the people that brought us food and drinks and prayed for us and with us.  We said we wouldn’t  
mention names, but we will be forever grateful to Pat and Jim Fetner for allowing the Pastor’s family to use their cottage until 
the parsonage was complete.  Thanks to all the people that were involved in moving Rev. Russell’s family furniture into the 
storage buildings and into the parsonage.  On move-in day, as that big tractor backed up to the door of the parsonage,  
everyone was soaking wet from the heat but I have never seen people work so hard and with such wonderful attitudes.   
As the multitude of us stood, held hands and had our food blessed before lunch that day, I know Jesus was with us and  
I hope He could say, “Well done, My good and faithful servants.”  There is still work to de done on the outside such as painting, 
cleaning windows, putting up screens, cleaning/painting the garage.  Once again, we say to all of you that had a part in helping 
with the parsonage and moving of Rev. Freeman and his family, thank you and God bless each and every one of you. 
 

                 ~  Glenn Smith, Chair of Trustees and Gay Hawkins, Chairperson of SPRC, July 31, 2011 

21 - Austin Hernandez 
22 - Cindy Harmon 
22 - Ives Chapman 
22 - Caroline Hutchings 
23 - J.D. Gable 
23 - Brandon Lambert 
24 - John Childers 
24 - Russell Freeman 
25 - Brooke Lown 
25 - Jessica Tindall 
26 - Julia Wagoner 
27 - Austin Hernandez 
27 - Helene Dove 
27 - Barbie Barrier 
29 - Amanda Kyzer 
29 - Jennifer Huffines 
30 - Madison Snelgrove 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat urday 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

1 
Sonshine Days 
Preschool      
Parent  
Orientation  
@ 6pm 

2 
 

3 

4 
Services: 8:50 & 11 
Sunday School -10 
 
 
 

 
 
Youth Worship 
Team @ 5:15pm  
- Sanctuary 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-office closed- 

6 
1st day of  
Sonshine Days 
Preschool 
 
Friendship     
Circle @ 7pm 

7 
Family Meal        
@ 5:30pm 
 
SSK - Kick-off 
@ 6:30pm 
Choir - 6:30pm 
 
 

Choir - 6:30p 
 

 

8 
Staff @ 
12:30pm 
 
Quilter’s @ 1pm 

9� 10 
Scouts @ Hut  
10sm - 4pm 
 

24 hour  
Prayer Vigil 
8am to 8am 
 

Golden Agers 
  5-7pm 

11 

Grandparents Day 
 
Services 8:50 & 11 
Sunday School-10 
 
 
 

Patriot’s  
Observance  
@ 6:30pm 
 
 

12 
Margaret Jett 
Circle @ 7pm 

13 
Scouts - FH @ 
6:30pm 
 
Admin Council 
6:30pm 

14 
Men’s Morning 
Study - 6am 
 
Choir - 6:30p 
 

J.A.M. @ 5:45 
Youth @ 5:45 
SSK @ 6:30pm 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
Children’s Team 
Planning Day 
10am to 2pm 

18 
Services: 8:50 & 11 
Sunday School 10 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Pizza for 
guest @ 12:15pm 
 
Youth Worship 
Team @ 5:15pm 
- Sanctuary 

19 
Faith Friends  
@ 9am 
 
 

Youth Admin 
Council @ 
6:30pm 
 
 

20 
Newsletter  
 Deadline 
 
 

21 
Choir - 6:30p 
 

J.A.M. @ 5:45 
Youth @ 5:45 
SSK @ 6:30pm 

22 
Quilter’s @ 6pm 
 
 
 

23 
 

24 
YOUth to  
Christstock  
@ 1-9pm 
 

25 
Services 8:50 & 11 
Sunday School-10 
 

 

Youth Worship 
Team @ 5:15pm 
- Sanctuary 
 

Contemporary  
Service @ 6:30pm 

26 
UMM @ 7pm 

27 
*Newsletter   
assembly & mailing 
 
Golden Agers   
  - tba 
 
 

Cub Scouts          
@ 6:30pm - FH 
 

Trustees @ 7pm 

28 
LICS  
Volunteer Day 
 
Men’s Morning 
Study - 6am 
 
J.A.M. @ 5:45 
Youth @ 5:45 
SSK @ 6:30pm 
 
 

29 30  
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Men’s Emmaus Fall Walk 
09/29 to 10/02 



Acolytes - 11:00  
 

04  Jessica Fox 
11  Colby Key 
18  Tori Taylor  
25  Robert Pace 
 
Greeters - 11:00  
 

04  Bob & Shelia Barrier 
11  Gay & Sid Hawkins 
18  Bob & Barb Kirby 
25  Cotton & Sara Wilson 
 
Lay Reader - 11:00  
 

04  Gay Hawkins 
11  Bob Kirby 
18  Julia Wagoner 
25  Bob Barrier 
 
Ushers - 11:00  
 

Al Chalmers 
Eddie Fox 
Larry McConnaughhay 
Scott Brewer 
 
Trustee on Call  
 
Donna Roland 

September 
 

Volunteer Worship Schedule 
 

Please volunteer!!  
We would love to have your help!! 

 

Contact Alison in the office at 359-4031  
or email rbmsalison@windstream.net 

or for the Nursery call Amy @ 397-1312   

Acolytes - 8:50  
 
04  Emma Cole 
11  Tyler Tindall 
18  Emily Oliver 
25  Cooper Cole 
 
 
Greeters - 8:50  
 
04  Bill & Anna Barrier 
11  Bob and Nancy Taylor 
18  Paul & Peggy Jones  
25  Lonnie and Suzette   
      Winkler 
 
 
Lay Reader - 8:50  
 
04  John L. Sease 
11  Jim Spence 
18  Jay Harmon 
25  Christine Tindal 
 
Ushers - 8:50  
 
Jeff and Jessica Tindall 

Toddler Nursery - 8:50  
 

On Call:   
 

Terri & Scott Cole 
 

Toddler Nursery - 11:00  
 
 

04  Robin & Glenn Smith 
11  John D. & Ruth Sease 
18  Bryan & Bonny McCarty 
25  Mike & June Kinzie 

Infant Nursery - 8:50  
 

Al & Lorice Chalmers 
 

 
Infant Nursery  - 11:00  
 
 

04  Elaine Taylor & volunteer 
  

Amy Brewer with.. 
 

11  Donna Roland 
18  Angi Barton 
25  Kim Boney 
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04 - Mrs. Mary Lou Arant & Mrs. Edrie Berry in memory of  
       Mr. & Mrs. D.H. Berry and Mr. & Mrs. James Way  
       & Mr. Norman Berry 
 
11 - Chris and Angie Berry in honor of our beautiful children,   
       Maddie, Eva and in honor of Eva’s birthday - Sept. 14th. 
 
18 - Mr. & Mrs. Cotton and Sara Wilson in memory of  
       Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Wilson 
 
25 - The Hall Family in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Grover Hall 
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  This month LICS is requesting the following items  
     to help our neighbors in need: 

 

    04 - Breakfast Foods (Grits, Oatmeal, Cereal) 
    11 - Pinto / Navy beans, collards, turnips 
    18 - Peanut Butter & Jelly 
    25 - Spaghetti O’s, Canned Meats, soups, stews 
                                

 Always needed -  Pancake mix, sugar, coffee, tea,  
kool-aid, toilet paper, & other household staples 

And of course……Volunteers! 
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Children’s Time - 11:00  
 
04  Angi Barton 
11  Casey Hart 
18  John Childers 
25  Micki Burk 

A/V Team 
 

04  Gerry Scheppmann 
11  Sarah Kyzer 
18  Gerry Scheppmann 
25  Sarah Kyzer 

 
Joe Hart  

from the Baptist tradition 
 
 

Herman & Elizabeth “Beth” Sharpe  
from Salem UMC, Ballentine, SC 
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Forgiveness as a Way of Life 
 

Our lives are filled with things we can’t control – weather, world events, and the behavior of other people, to name a few.            
In Unconditional Forgiveness: A Simple and Proven Method to Forgive Everyone and Everything, Mary Hayes Grieco explores 
the connection between forgiveness and letting go of our expectations. She writes, “Forgiveness is the profound and refreshing 
experience of releasing an expectation that causes you to suffer.” 
  For Grieco, the process of forgiveness is intertwined with the realization that we have expectations. She points out some              
  general expectations that we have about others that get us into trouble, for example: 
 

· We expect them to share our important values.   •  We expect them to keep promises and agreements. 
· We expect them to be as mature as we are.   �   We expect them to be sane, and to act “normal.” 
· We expect them to want the same things in relationship that we do. 
 

Grieco describes the challenge of releasing our expectations in this way:  
We hold on to expectations of others for a very long time because usually our expectations seem very reasonable to us, just 
part and parcel of a ‘norm’ that we assume is good and necessary. It takes a while for us to get it that this person or situation 
really is the way they are; some things seem so wrong to us that we find it hard to believe that this person is not going to see 
the light soon and change for the better. It feels wrong to us to let go of certain expectations, even when we continue to get  
evidence that someone cannot or will not meet our expectations. If only we could remember, as Maya Angelou put it:             
“Honey, when someone shows you who they are, believe them the first time.”  
 Another reason it feels counterintuitive to us to release our expectations of others is that “society” is almost by definition 
a web of mutually understood healthy expectations that constitute a group consensus of what is “normal.” We expect people to 
obey red lights and to wear appropriate clothing to work. We expect our mates to be faithful to us, and to have many of the 
same goals that we have. Your job description is the list of expectations your employer has of you, and your satisfactory per-
formance on the job is a condition of your being employed in that role in that company. Healthy expectations in society are 
based on mutual agreements that healthy people make with each other and live by, fairly harmoniously. 
 But what happens when a person cannot or will not meet some healthy expectations? What if they are not mature or 
mentally stable enough to keep certain agreements? Depending on the situation, the options before you might include: 
 

•  Release your unrealistic expectations and start afresh, with right-sized expectations, and a willingness to see the good 
•  Release your expectations of someone in order to regain your good will, but re-state your expectations to them about what   
   you will and will not allow in a relationship with you 
•  Release your expectations that your boss is fair or pleasant, but continue to do what is required of you because you need the  
    job OR release your expectation that your boss is fair or pleasant, and look for a new job   
•  Forgive your teenager for breaking the rules, but continue to hold them to the rules 
 

Jesus’ teachings about forgiveness are blended with stories about God’s generosity, abundance, and healing. As you read and 
explore these challenging texts during September, invite God to open your heart. Forgiveness is much more than an occasional 
response to unpleasant situations – it is a way of life.                                                                 *Clipart September 2011 

����
������	��	�� �
�

 	���������		�����!������������	���
!��������
������
�����"	 ���	���
 	���������		!�����!�������

������������#��������"	���	� ���	��	���

#�	��

                                                                                      

                                                                                       

                                                                                      The Power of God’s Words 
 

1 Timothy 2:1-4  -  I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for 
kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.  For this is good 

and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
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We will be having a 24 hour prayer vigil for our nation and this world on September 10-11th, 2011.   
We are looking for Ministry Servant's to help in organizing and to participate in this event.   

 

Can you devote 30 minutes to pray for your family, friends, and community?  
See the sign up sheets in the hallway and narthex to join in this wonderful event.   

Please contact Suzette Winkler - 359-9624 or e-mail papple@aol.com 
 

The Prayer Room - We are glad to announce that we have a brand new key pad for our 24 hour prayer room -  
which is located next to the offices.  The code is the same 1GOD plus the star key (1463*).   

This room is open to everyone at all times - for the opportunity to have a quiet, clam place to prayer. 


