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New Year’s is most often thought of as a time to ponder fresh starts.   
 

     For the Freeman family it is also a time to look back. Each night as we eat our 

supper we engage in “favorite part of the day.” Each of us is expected to share 

what we found to be the best part of our day. This serves as a great conversation 

starter while giving us all a chance to celebrate the best part of each other’s day. 

On New Year’s Eve we sit down to eat and share our “favorite part of the year.” 

      So my question for all of us is, “What was your favorite part of the year?”              

It could be a marriage in your family, a trip taken that you had always dreamed of, 

a graduation or a new baby. The possibilities are endless and often times                 

extremely hard to narrow down to just one choice. Just give it a try. 

     Now it is possible that this wasn’t your best year. Perhaps you have less              

to celebrate than you had hoped when the year began. Misfortune may have           

followed bad luck and left you wanting for the year to come to an end.                       

Your favorite part of the year will probably be the end.  

       Whether you are celebrating a beginning or an end, try and find some time         

to celebrate. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Rev. W. Russell Freeman, Sr. 

 

P.S.   My favorite part of the year . . . moving to Red Bank UMC to serve as your        
pastor.  
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Special Events for January  
 
13th - 15th - YOUth Winter Spiritual Life Retreat  
                      (ski & tubing)          

                                
16th - Registration & $8.00 due for 2012 Revolution  
              March 16th - 18th, 2012         
 
27th-29th - Boy’s Chrysalis Weekend     
                                                            
29th – Phil Wickham Concert at Mt. Horeb UMC     
 
                      

Praise be to God  
great things He has done!  

Enjoy the next couple of months off.  
 

Tryouts for our next YOUth Sunday  
will be held Wednesday,  

March 7th @ 8pm  @ the YOUth Hut. 

Attention Teens in Missions!                           
Are YOUth Ready for Some Football?   

 

We will be  collecting Soup for L.I.C.S.  
this SOUPER BOWL Season.   

 

Bring your cans to our SOUPER BOWL  
stations located around the church.  

Help us as we STOP hunger in Lexington! 
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· Wed. Jan. 4th  - 5:30pm - 7:45pm                 
Family Fellowship Meal                                 
Teens In Missions  :                                  
*Putting up Souper Bowl displays                                                                     

Games & Birthday Celebrations     
         

· Wed. Jan. 11th  - 5:45pm - 7:45pm                                  
Bible Study :  Dug Down Deep (1)                  
*What will you build your life on?                          

Snack Supper :   Pizza & Salad                            
Teens In Missions :                                                 
*Souper Bowl  Collections    

 

· Wed. Jan. 18th  - 5:45pm - 7:45pm                                  
Bible Study:   Dug Down Deep 
(2)                                                                     
*The Importance of Knowing God                                   

Snack Supper : Spaghetti                                       
Teens In Missions:                                                  
*Souper Bowl Collections 

 

· Wed. Jan. 25th -5:45pm-7:45pm                                             
Bible Study:  Dug Down Deep (3)                                 
*How God Makes Us Right                                                         

Snack Supper:   Subs & Chips                                          
Teens In Missions:                                                               
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Come start the new year with us! 
It’s a great time to join in! 

 

Tuesday, January 24 at 11:30am, we’ll have a devotion  
and covered dish lunch in the fellowship hall. 

- soup, cornbread and dessert. 
 

 
 

In February, we plan to go to the Vegetable Medley  
Restaurant at 309 Oak Dr in Lexington.   
Let us know if you would like to join us. 
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The Prayer Quilt will meet on January 12th and 26th at 6pm. 
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In Memory of:  Dot Reese 
Given By:  The Drennon’s 
   (Designated:  Library Fund) 
 
In Memory of: Samuel & Edith Taylor 
   Clifford & LaWanda Rowe 
Given By:  Mildred Rowe 
   (Designated:  Cemetery Fund) 
 
 
In Memory of: Jack Rush Tanner 
Given By:  C.M. & Jo Miller 
   Martha McKinney Kyzer 

Jerry Redman 
   Kathryne Sanders 
   Joey & Deena Bishop 
   Margaret Jett Circle 
   -   Sybil Roland 
   -   Erline Kyzer 
   -   Pat Fetner 
   -   Brenda Keisler 
   -   Peggy Jones 
   -   Linda Doyel 
   Robert & Barb Kirby 
   LHS Class of 1953 
   Red Bank Community Club 
   Jan Arnold, Robin Austin,  
                                      Carol Brown, Lynn Shealy,  
                                      Corrine Pangle & Debra Seymour 
   Mary Alice Parkman Wilson 
   George Baron “Chip” Wilson 
   Margaret Jett Circle 
   Nevin & Barbara Whiteside, Jr 
   Colene Hook & Family 
   Brenda L. Cook & Family 
   Cotton & Sara Wilson 
   Gene & Evelyn Cook 
   Wally & Sheila Harsey 
   Terry & Linda Doyel 
   Myrna S. O’Gorman 
   Charlotte B. Corley 
   Walter & Deb Moore 
   Ebenor Rawl 
   Bill & Anna Barrier 
   (Designated:  Building Fund) 
 
In Memory of: Jack Rush Tanner 
Given By:           Marlene & the Family 
                        (Designated: 
                                      Paving of Church Parking Lot) 

In Honor of: Al & Lorice Chalmers 
  (for their ministry of  keeping the 
   8:50 AM Service Nursery) 
Given By: Sid & Gay Hawkins 
                         (Designated:  New Roof  Fund) 

 
 

In Honor of: United Methodist Men’s Club 
Given By: Mary Alice Parkman Wilson 
  George Baron “Chip” Wilson 
  (Designated:  New Roof  Fund) 
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COURTEOUS CONDUCT 
 

By Max Lucado 
 

Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders;  
make the most of every opportunity.    

 

- Colossians 4:5  
 

Those who don’t believe in Jesus - note what we do.  
They make decisions about Christ by watching us.  

 
When we are kind, they assume Christ is kind.  

When we are gracious, they assume Christ is gracious.  
But when we are dishonest, what assumption will an  

observer make about our Master? 
 

No wonder Paul says, “Be wise in the way you act  
with people who are not believers, making the most  

of every opportunity. When you talk, you should  
always be kind and pleasant so you will be able to  

answer everyone in the way you should” (Col. 4:5–6).  
 

Courteous conduct honors Christ.  
It also honors his children. When you surrender a parking 

place to someone, you honor him. When you return a  
borrowed book, you honor the lender. When you make  

an effort to greet everyone in the room, especially the ones 
others may have overlooked, you honor God’s children.  

Let your courteous conduct honor Christ. 

 
Excerpted from: 

Grace for the Moment Morning and Evening Journal� 
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               GIRL SCOUT COOKIE SALES BEGIN JANUAR Y 13, 2012! 
 

 
The Daisy Troop  will continue to pack Care Packages for their adopted soldier, Toby, who is on a tour in Iraq. They have 
packed one a month since September and plan to continue until the end of the meeting year. They will attend The Classic 
Movie Night to see the original Parent Trap in PJs. They will start working on their next Daisy petal for being courageous  
and strong.  They are working on setting goals for cookie sales to earn the Goal Getter Patch. They are making plans for 
door-to-door sales and talking about how to handle money at their age level to earn the leaves to their Daisy.  
 
Brownie Troop 2378  – is starting work on their 2nd Journey Book. They also will be working on getting started on cookie 
sales which beings on 1/13. They too will attend the Girl Scout Classic movie night on 1/21 and they have invited the fire  
department to visit on 1/17 to talk about fire safety.  
 
Cub Scout Pack 518  – Would like to thank the church members who purchased a wreath for Wreaths-Across America  
again this year.  Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts from our church participated in the ceremony at Florence National Cemetery.  
 In the solemn and moving ceremony, our scouts were able to represent a military unit and lay wreaths on the graves.  
The Cub Scouts also decorated and entered a float in the Boiling Springs Christmas Parade.  While they did not win an 
award, they had tons of fun spreading good cheer and candy to the watching crowd.  The Cub Scouts also participated  
in Christmas parties and sending cards to service men overseas.  The Webelos I den took 3 tags off the Angel Tree in  
the Narthex and went dressed in Class A uniforms and met at Wal-mart to purchase gifts.  While they were there, they  
participated in a scavenger hunt and sang Christmas carols much to the delight of the shoppers.   
 
In February (the 25th) the Cub Scouts will be hosting a breakfast at Applebee’s for a minimal price of $5.00 a ticket.  Your 
favorite Cub Scout will be serving up a hot meal between 8:00am and 10:00am. This is a fundraiser and the profits will go 
towards awards and camping. This will make a great Valentine present for a loved one. Contact Robin Smith for your tickets.  
356-0343. 
 
BSA Scout Troop 518  had a very eventful December.  They camped on Lake Murray and some of the boys jumped in the 
Lake - the southern form of the Polar Bear plunge.  They prepared a spaghetti dinner fundraiser that was supported by  
many church members for which the Troop is very thankful.  As most of you know, there are 9 scouts who are trying to earn 
enough money to make a trek to Philmont, high adventure camp in New Mexico and the fundraiser dinner was a start.   
Stay tuned for more opportunities to support this worthwhile cause.  The Troop grew considerably in December.  Another 
local Troop was merged into our Troop 518 and Mr. Eric and staff are welcoming 11 new scouts.  Contact Eric Cassity at  
957-5447 for more information on Scouting. 
 
As we finish out the year 2011, I am constantly amazed at what Scouting offers to our church and the Red Bank Community.  
These children and young men live by the ideals of scouting; to do a good turn daily, to be prepared, to honor God and  
country, to obey and they promise to do their best.   Volunteer Scout Leaders are trained to deliver the best possible  
program to these young people and they do this on their free time.  All the scouting groups at RBUMC represent this church 
in the best possible manner and I am always proud to be a part of such a wonderful ministry of this church. I speak for all the 
Scouts groups in wishing everyone at RBUMC a good new year and thank you for supporting Scouting.  
      
       ~  Robin Smith, Scouting Coordinator     

New Years Eve and Day  
 

New Year's Eve is when all the fun and festivities are. We see out the old year and ring in the new.  
While it is often thought of as a time to drink and be merry, many people take it as an opportunity to eat and be merry.  

Drinking is not as much a part of the event as it was decades ago, if only because of tougher drunk driving laws.  
New Years' Day on the other hand, is a time to relax and enjoy the start of a bright and promising new year....a new beginning.  

It is a time to be with family. After all, you haven't seen your mother in law since last year. So, enjoy everything about  
New Year's....it only comes once a year. To many Americans, the ball dropping at Times Square in New York City signals  

the start of the new year in this country. The ball was first dropped in 1908.  
 

New Years Trivia:  Did you know that a raisin dropped in a glass of fresh champagne will bounce up and down  
continuously from the bottom of the glass to the top. Did you make a New Year's resolution? Millions of people do.  

It's easy to make resolutions, and often much harder to accomplish them. As you get well into January, those unaccomplished 
New Year's resolutions hang over your head. Lucky for you, there is a Ditch Your New Year's Resolutions Day - January 17th : ) 



01 - Andrew Stuart 
01 - Claudia Snelgrove 
01 - C.J. Crout 
02 - Anna Oliver 
02 - Cara Mincey 
03 - Deb Moore 
04 - Mary Lou Arant 
04 - Randy Kennedy 
05 - Kim Bazzle 
05 - Zachary Bazzle 
06 - Jim Chaney 
07 - Mike Crolley 
07 - Emma Cole 
08 - Jacquelin Head 
08 - Kimberly Winkler 
10 - Tony Miller 
11 - Wayne Taylor 
12 - Ronda Golden 
15 - Melanie Newsome 
15 - Josh Watts 
16 - Kevin Key 
17 - Debbie Childers 
18 - Connie Sherman 
19 - Charlie Clamp 

19 - Melanie Taylor 
19 - Logan Taylor 
19 - Edrie Berry 
20 - Patrick Weathersby 
20 - Keith Busbee 
20 - Charlie Bedenbaugh 
21 - Walter Moore 
21 - Pat Miller 
22 - Rob Liljegren 
23 - Emily Oliver 
24 - Freddie Newsome 
24 - Larry Jumper 
25 - Andrea Jeffcoat 
26 - Seth Barton 
28 - Jim Fetner 
29 - Gary Barton 
29 - Daniel Smith 
29 - Missy McMakin 
30 - Daryl Kyzer 
30 - Donna Marie Linse 
30 - Angi Barton 
31 -Tiffany Moore 
31 - Julianne Campbell 

05 - Ken & Ann Ball 

16 - Joel & Donna Smith 

18 - Douglas & Mary Lou Arant 
18 - Terry & Shawn Hook 

18 - Jeff & Kim Kimbrell 

19 - Will & Faye Hutto 

�
Congratulations to Kim & Dennis Gore 

 
Judson Gore 

December 13, 2011 
 

He weighed in at 8lbs 1oz and is 21" 
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You are invited to join us!  

 

When:  January 1, 2012 - December 30, 2012 
 

Where:  Sunday School Classes, Small Groups,  
or On Your Own 

 

What:  Daily Reading of the Bible through the  
The Grand Sweep Commentary ($12.50) 

 

What Else: Sunday Sermons will incorporate 
The Daily Readings 

 

And there is more:  “Blogging the Bible” - daily post   
& reflections on the scripture readings - on Facebook, 

Twitter and our webpage - ww.redbankumc.com 
 

Week 1 
 

January 1: Genesis 1; Psalms 1, 2 
January 2: Genesis 2; Psalms 3, 4 

January 3: Genesis 3, 4; Psalms 5, 6 
January 4: Genesis 5, 6; Psalm 7 
January 5: Genesis 7, 8; Psalm 8 

January 6: Genesis 9, 10, 11; Psalm 9 
January 7: Genesis 12, 13; Psalm 10 

 

“Auld Lang Syne” is an extremely old Scottish song 
that was first written down in the 1700s.  

Robert Burns is the person whose transcription got 
the most attention, so the song is associated with him.  

 

A good translation of the words auld lang syne is 
“times gone by.”  

So (incorporating a couple of other translations)  
when we sing this song, we are saying,  

 

“We’ll drink a cup of kindness yet             
for times gone by.” 

 
– HowStuffWorks.com 

Honor flight to Washington, DC  
 

April 11, 2012   
 

If you know of a World War II Veteran that is interested  
in attending the next Honor Flight to Washington, DC  

on April 11, 2012, please see me.  I have cards with the 
necessary contact information to apply for the trip – space 
is limited to 13.  Your expenses will be paid by the Electric 

Cooperatives of South Carolina - Contact - Bill Barna -  
Senior Account Manager - Tel: 800-922-3590;  803-822-8100  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat urday 

1 
New Year’s Day 
 
10am service only 
-no Sunday school 

2 
Faith Friends        
@ 9am 
 
Scouts - HUT 

3 
Covenant     
Sisters  
 
Scouts - Old 
Wing 
 
Friendship 
Circle @ 7pm 

4 
Family  
Fellowship Meal 
at 5:30pm 
Disciple 1 @ 
6:30pm 
 
SSK & YOUth 
@ 6:30pm 

5 
Disciple 2  
@ 6:30pm 

6 7 
 

8 
Services 8:50 & 11 
Sunday School-10 
 
YOUth Servant  
Minster meeting  
@ 12:20pm - FH 

9 
Scouts - HUT 
 
Church Council 
@ 6:30pm 
 
Margaret Jett 
Circle @ 7pm 

10 
Covenant     
Sisters  
 
Scouts - Old 
Wing 

11 
Men’s Morning 
Study @ 6am 
 
Confirmation 
Class @ 6pm 
 

Disciple 1 @ 
6:30pm 
 

YOUth & SSK  
& Choir - 6:30p 

12 
Daniel’s Law 
training  
9am - 12pm 
 
Quilters at 6pm 
 
Disciple 2  
@ 6:30pm 

13 
 

14 
 

15 

Services 8:50 & 11 
Sunday School-10 
 
Young Adults - 
10am in the FH 
 
 
 

16 
Faith Friends        
@ 9am 
 
Scouts - HUT 
 
 
N.O.W. @ 6:30pm 
 

 

17 
Girls Scouts - 
FH 
 
Covenant     
Sisters  
 
Scouts - Old 
Wing 

18 
Men’s Morning 
Study - 6am 
 

Confirmation 
Class @ 6pm 
 

Disciple 1 @ 
6:30pm 
 

YOUth & SSK  
& Choir - 6:30p 

19 
Disciple 2  
@ 6:30pm 

20 
**Newsletter  
 **Deadline 

21 
 

22 
Services: 8:50 & 11 
Sunday School 10 
                 
 

 
 

23 
4H @ 4:30pm 
 
Scouts - HUT 
 
 
UM Men @ 7pm 

24 
Golden Agers  
@ 11:30am 
 

Covenant     
Sisters  
 

Scouts - FH 
@ 6:30pm 
 

Trustees  
@ 7pm 

25 
Men’s Morning 
Study - 6am 
 

Confirmation 
Class @ 6pm 
 

Disciple 1 @ 
6:30pm 
 

YOUth & SSK  
& Choir - 6:30p 

26 
Quilters at 6pm 
 
Disciple 2  
@ 6:30pm 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
Services 8:50 & 11 
Sunday School-10 

30 
Scouts - HUT 

31 
Newsletter 
Assembly  
@ 9am 
 
Covenant     
Sisters  

    

Youth Winter Spiritual Life Retreat  
 

01/13 - 01/15 
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Acolytes - 11:00  
01  Gavin Baker - 10am 
08  Tatiana Busby 
15  Abigail Franks 
22  Carter Brewer  
29 Kyra Boney 
 

Greeters - 11:00  
01  Becky & Joe McHale 
08  CM & Jo Miller 
15  Jennifer Hodge  
      & Pat Fetner 
22  Cotton & Sara Wilson 
29 Bob & Barb Kirby 
 

Lay Reader - 11:00  
01   —— 
08  Barb Kirby 
15  Casey Hart  
22  Micki Burk 
29 John Childers 
 

Ushers - 11:00  
John D. Sease 
Glenn Smith  
Scott Brewer 
Steven Scheid 
 

Trustee on Call  
Sid Hawkins 

January 2012 
 

Volunteer Worship Schedule 
 

Please volunteer!!  
We would love to have your help!! 

 

Contact Alison in the office at 359-4031  
or email - rbmsalison@windstream.net  
or for the Nursery call Amy @ 397-1312   

Acolytes - 8:50  
 

01  ——- 
08  Emily Oliver 
15  Lillian Freeman 
22  Anna Oliver 
29 Emma Cole 
 
Greeters - 8:50  
 

01  ——- 
08  Paul & Peggy Jones  
15  Lonnie & Suzette Winkler 
22  Darrell & Mary Harbour 
29 Bob & Nancy Taylor 
 
 
Lay Reader - 8:50  
 

01  Marlene Tanner - 10am 
08  Jim Spence 
15  Jay Harmon 
22  Kyle Craigo 
29 Christine Tindall 
 
 
Ushers - 8:50  
 

Bill and Anna Barrier 

Toddler Nursery - 8:50  
 

On Call:  Bob & Nancy Taylor 
 
 

Toddler Nursery - 11:00  
 

08 - Bryan & Karen Cress 
15 - Bryan & Bonny McCarty 
22 - Diane & Alissa Brown 
29 - Kim & William Bazzle 

Infant Nursery - 8:50  
 

Al & Lorice Chalmers 
 

 
Infant Nursery  - 11:00  
 

 Amy Brewer with.. 
 

08 - Becky McHale 
15 - Mindy Goist 
22 - Wanda Stone 
29 - Nancy Black 
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In Glory to God, we place these flowers on His Altar. 
 

  01 - Gary & Angie Barton   
         Happy New Years to our family and friends at Red Bank! 
 

  08 -  Mr. & Mrs. Ricky McMakin 
 

  15 - Glenna Rankin in memory of Rev. Donald Rankin 
 

  22 - Mr. & Mrs. Ron Liljegren 
 

  29 - Mr. & Mrs. John Childers 
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  This month LICS is requesting the following items  
     to help our neighbors in need: 

 

    01 - Breakfast Foods (Grits, Oatmeal, Cereal) 
    08 - Pinto / Navy beans, collards, turnips 
    15 - Peanut Butter & Jelly 
    22 - Spaghetti O’s, Canned Meats, soups, stews 
    29 - Personal hygiene items 
 

Always needed -  Pancake mix, sugar, coffee, tea,  kool-aid, 
toilet paper, and of course……Volunteers! 

Children’s Time - 11:00  
 

01  Helene Dove 
08  Angi Barton 
15  John Childers 
22  Casey Hart 
29 Micki Burk 

A/V Team 
 

01  Alissa Brown 
08  Gerry Scheppmann 
15  Sarah Kyzer 
22  Alissa Brown 
29  Gerry Scheppmann 

News from our Small Groups Studies  
 

The Bible is the product of the church's life with God and Scripture's primary audience is the church. As Wesley said, Christianity 
is a "social religion"" -  you can't do it alone.  Join one of our small group study's and experience the wonders of a Living God.  

 

1.Caroline Burleson reports, all is on schedule with the Disciple 1 class. They are nearly half way through and reporting great joy 
in this study. This year, Caroline is additionally running this class online. A first for us at RBUMC. 
 

2. Lonnie and Suzette report that the Disciple 2 class has completed 17 weeks of the Old Testament and are excited about the 
next 17 weeks in the New Testament. We all look forward to Thursday night's for the wonderful fellowship and enlightening  
presence of the Holy Spirit leading us closer to God. 
 

3. Jenny Fox reports the "Covenant Sisters," are beginning a study by Stacey Eldridge, the second week in January, entitled  
"Captivating".  Covenant Sisters is a very fruitful, small group of Christian sister's growing in Christ through fellowship and study. 
Contact Jenny @ 957-3485. 
 

4. Pastor Russell’s class, "This We Believe" has concluded with many requests to run it again. Which we will, keep your eye on 
the weekly bulletin for more info. We all thank Pastor Russell for a truly enlightening experience. This Wednesday morning class 
(10:30) will continue to meet & take up the "Grand Sweep" series we are studying as a church. Please consider joining us. 
 

We welcome everyone to the adventure of talking about and thinking about God in a practical, grace-induced, Wesleyan way. 
For more information contact Rev. Freeman, Lonnie Winkler or the church office. 
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Jesus Grew  
Jesus made his first visit to the temple when he was a little over a month old. Joseph and Mary brought him there in order to 
present their firstborn son to the Lord, thereby fulfilling the requirements of Jewish law. This was nothing out of the ordinary,  
but the parents soon realized this would not be business as usual.  
 An old man named Simeon burst out of the crowd and rushed toward them. The old fellow could barely contain himself.  
He snatched Jesus from the arms of his mother and launched into a prayer of thanksgiving to God. As he cuddled Jesus,  
he made incredible prophecies about the future of this baby, who he said would cause the rising and falling of many.  
 Scarcely had Mary gotten her baby back safely in her arms when the family was accosted again; this time by an elderly 
widow named Anna. The old woman looked Jesus over from head to toe, and she spent the rest of the day praising the  
beautiful baby to anyone who would listen.  
 Baby Jesus was a big hit on his first temple appearance, and he returned with his family to Nazareth where he grew up as  
all children do. How sad that when Jesus came back to the temple 30-odd years later, he was not greeted so warmly.  
No, the adult Jesus nearly set off a temple riot! When he drove out the money-changers and the animal sellers Jesus made  
bitter enemies of the religious leaders. From that day, Jesus’ foes would not rest until they convinced the Roman governor  
to take Jesus out of town and hang him on a cross.  
 Evidently it was much easier to love the baby Jesus than the adult Jesus. The same thing is still true today. We all get  
a rosy, sentimental feeling when we think of the birth of Jesus. We visualize the scene like a Christmas card painting: the  
baby Jesus lying in soft hay, cooing and smiling, loving us and demanding nothing from us. Nothing at all.  
 Maybe that’s why there are so many Christmas Christians in the world. Christmas Christians never seem to read past the 
first two chapters in Luke. Christmas Christians are happy to gather around the manger, but they don’t want to kneel at the 
cross.  

What was it that old Simeon said about Jesus’ destiny? He said that many would rise and fall because of Jesus, that many 
secret thoughts would be revealed through him. Simeon realized that a new standard of judgment had come into the world, 

 that people would stand or fall depending on their response to Jesus, that hearts would be revealed like open books when 
people made up their minds about Jesus.  
 We all love the cooing of the baby, but do we also love the words of Jesus the man? Do we live by those words or ignore 
them when they become too costly? Had it not been for the things Jesus later said and did, his birth would not have mattered. 
Luke tells us that Jesus grew up in Galilee. He must grow up in our hearts as well.  
 Everybody likes babies. I even like baby animals. In fact, one of my favorite creatures in the world is a fuzzy, cuddly kitten.  
I can’t think of anything more soft and warm and disarming than a kitten. But I’ve never cared for cats. Funny, isn’t it?  
Kittens are lovable, but I’ll never own one because kittens grow up to be cats. You can’t really have one without the other.  
 Neither can we have the baby Jesus without the crucified and risen Christ. We cannot take a break for Christmas and then 
live the rest of the year as if it were business as usual. No matter how hard we may try, we cannot claim the babe in his manger 
without also taking up his cross and following him.                  
                                                                                                   – Faye Neff, excerpted with permission from The Clergy Journal.  
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                                                                Instead of making a New Year's resolution - consider committing to a biblical solution!  
 
                                                                                                              

God's Word transforms the soul.  By His Holy Spirit making you whole.   
As you spend time alone with Him, He will change you from within.  

 

New Year Prayer  
 
 

God grant us this year a wider view, So we see others' faults through the eyes of You.  Teach us to judge not with hasty tongue, 
Neither the adult ... nor the young. Give us patience and grace to endure and a stronger faith so we feel secure.  

Instead of remembering, help us forget the irritations that caused us to fret. Freely forgiving for some offense and finding each 
day a rich recompense. In offering a friendly, helping hand and trying in all ways to understand; That all of us whoever we are ... 
Are trying to reach an unreachable star. For the great and small ... the good and bad, the young and old ... the sad and glad are 

asking today; Is life worth living? The answer is only in, loving and giving. For only Love can make man kind and Kindness of 
Heart brings Peace of Mind. By giving love, we can start this year to lift the clouds of hate and fear.                                 


